LISTING OF CLAIMS 



1-2 (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[7]] 36 wherein 
said reference is obtained from a local database. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[7]] 36 wherein 

said reference is obtained from a remote database. 

5-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A player for playing content from a media, 
comprising: 

an input receiving said media, said media including a [[ digital file 

including a digital media portion]] media component having at least one 
component characteristic and a metadata portion including a [[ metadata 
filed having a plurality of alphanumeric characters specific to said content]] 
parameter descriptive of said component characteristic, said parameter 
being selected from the group consisting of at least color, close caption, 
subtitles, image size, dialog, camera angles, secondary sound channels 
and media type; [[comprising:]] 

[[a digital input to receive the digital file;]] 
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electronic circuitry that converts the digital file into corresponding 
signals for playing the content corresponding to said digital content file, 
said electronic circuitry being enabled by a play signal [[based on the 
presence of predetermined alphanumeric characters in the metadata 
field]]iand 

a decompressor that decompresses a portion of said media 
component from said digital file, wherein said portion constituting only a 
fraction of said digital file; and 

a comparator that detects said component characteristic from the 
decompressed digital file portion compares the detected component 
characteristic to the parameter and generates said play signal based on 
said comparison . 

9. (Original) The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input 
includes a network interface receiving said digital media file from a remote 
network. 

10. (Original) The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input 
includes a digital data storage. 

1 1 . (Original) The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input 
includes a removable digital data storage. 
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12-17. (Cancelled). 



1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[7]] 36 wherein 
the [[ alphanumeric characters match]] the determined component 
characteristic exactly matches said [[reference]] parameter . 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[7]] 36 wherein 
the [[alphanumeric characters]] the determined component characteristic 
matches said [[reference]] parameter [[to]] within a prespecified limit. 

Claims 20-35 cancelled. 

36 (NEW). A method for controlling the playback of content 
comprising: 

decompressing a portion of the media component, said media 
component having at least one component characteristic, and a metadata 
portion including a parameter descriptive of said component characteristic 
said media component including at least one of color, close caption, 
subtitles, image size, dialog, camera angles, secondary sound channels and 
media type, the method, said portion forming only a fraction of said media 
component; 

determining said component characteristic; 

retrieving said parameter from said metadata; 
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comparing said parameter to the determined component 
characteristic; and 

playing of said content if permitted by said comparison. 

37 (NEW). The method of claim 36 wherein said media 
component pertains to one of an audio and a video component of said 
content. 

38 (NEW). The method of claim 36 wherein said media component 
pertains to one of an audio and a video component of said content. 
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